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supervision, the local authorities, are largely responsible for the
instruction of the people; given its large share in education, the
State acts, in a measure, as the conscience of the nation; the
initiative for the spread and improvement of instruction remains
to a large extent with the State and only in a lesser degree with
private individuals and bodies; the supervision of education is
the duty of the State, even where other bodies carry on their
work independently. (2) Instruction, at least the rudiments of
'the three Rs', must be given to as many persons as possible;
secondary and higher education must be fostered and made
accessible, whenever possible, to deserving youths with no
financial means. (3) Secondary and higher education are meant
mainly to prepare citizens for the various duties demanded of
them by society, whether in the civil service, liberal professions,
arts, industries, or trade; the homo politicus overshadows the homo
contemplativus. (4) Classical and literary instruction is the basis
of the culture needed for the higher professions, as it is the most
formative of the intellectual forces and the most productive of a
cultured mind; but the sciences, national history, geography,
and possibly foreign languages widen the too narrow horizon of
a traditionally rhetorical education. (5) Religion should not be
banned from the schools, but is not the basis of education; in
the secondary schools it should appear only as tolerated; the
State is the real spiritual director, if any such should be required
in a lay and anti-dogmatic education.
The administration provided by the Lex Casati includes the
central and the most important local authorities. The Central
Board is constituted as follows: (a) the Minister of Public
Instruction; (b) the Higher Council for Public Instruction;
(c) three central inspectors (Ispettori Generali), i.e., one for the
universities and institutions of university grade, one for the
classical secondary schools, and one for the elementary, normal,
and technical schools. The Minister has control of the educa-
tional institutions dependent on the State and, subject to certain
limitations, of those provided compulsorily by the local authori-
ties; moreover, he supervises private teaching from the point of
view of morals, hygiene, the State laws, and public order; all
State schools, inspectors, and headmasters depend on the
Minister; private schools not conforming to the rules set down
for them are liable to be closed by order of the Minister.
The Higher Council consists of twenty-one members chosen by
the King and presided over by the Minister; they give their
advice on, and prepare the texts of, the bills to be presented to
Parliament, and regulations to be issued by the Minister; they
advise the Minister on the text-books to be approved for adop-